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also a price per unit of measure, in accordance with which the quantities assumed as the basis of the bid may be either increased or diminished, it being understood, however, that the quantity stated is approximately the amount of work to be performed. In this way it becomes known in advance about what the work is to cost, and if the quantities are changed somewhat these changes do not become a source of contention between the parties.
In choosing the units of measure which shall serve as the items to which prices are to be affixed by the bidders, it is necessary to select and describe these units in such a way that they can not be misunderstood; thus in masonry it is better to use the cubic yard as a unit rather than the perch, since this latter has different values in different localities. Also it should be clearly defined in the proposal itself in what way these measurements should be taken, as, for instance, in masonry, whether all openings should be excluded, and in tunnel excavation that the measurement should include only the material excavated inside the given sectional boundaries, and in water pipe on which bids are received per foot in length for the various sizes, that the measurements should be taken on the center lines of such pipes, after they are laid, etc. Also in the case of the furnishing of materials, machinery, and appliances, the printed proposal should indicate where the material is to be delivered and whether or not the machinery is to be erected. The failure to make the proposal clear in these and other minor particulars is often the cau^e of serious disagreements, provoking delays, and sometimes of considerable expense.
68.   Contract Involving a Specific Performance.
When machinery is purchased on the basis of a specific performance, as in the case of pumping engines, steam boilers, steam ships, and the like, where a specific performance is made the basis of the contract price, it is customary and proper to provide for specific additional sums for stated percentages of